
 



 

 

Hey there! If you have been seriously injured by another party in an automobile, 

motorcycle, bicycle or pedestrian accident in the state of California… it's crucial 

to know your rights. This comprehensive guide will provide you with valuable 

information to help protect the value of your personal injury claim. At Sally 

Morin Personal Injury Lawyers, we are committed to assisting you. While we're 

here to help, we want you to make informed decisions about your case. Here, 

you'll find the essential rights you need to be aware of after a personal injury 

accident. 

 
#1 The Right to Collect Information at the Scene of 

the Accident 

No matter if your accident has been big or small, you have the right to collect 

any and all information at the scene of the accident that may help your case. 

 
Whenever possible, don’t rely on the police to gather the pertinent information 

for your case. They may be too busy or overlook something vital to your claim. 

Essential information to collect includes: 

1 - Involved Parties: 

 
The name, address, date of birth, phone number, driver’s license number, 

insurance provider and policy number of any vehicle operators. 

 
While you’re at it, be sure to gather the contact information of anyone else in 

the vehicle(s) involved in the accident. Using your cell phone camera to 

document this information is a quick and easy way to gather this information! 

 
2 - Police Report Details: 

 
If any party has been injured in the accident, make sure to call the police so 

they can create a report. The police will usually not arrive unless someone is 



 

injured, so if you or another party has sustained an injury...make sure to call 
them! It’s vital for your case that they generate a report. 

 
While you’re at it, always collect the name, badge number and report number 
from any police who respond to the scene of the accident. 

 
3 - Witness Information: 

 
If there were any witnesses to the accident, attempt to gather their information 

including name and telephone number. The information they provide may be 

essential to proving your case! 

 
4 - Vehicle Information: 

 
Make sure to collect the make, model, license plate number and VIN number of 

any vehicles involved in the accident. Again, using your cell phone camera to 

collect these details, if you’re able, makes it quick and easy. 

 
5 - Damage Information: 

 
Whenever possible, use your cell phone camera to document the scene of the 

accident from various angles, and also any damage to the vehicles involved. 

Also make sure to note which vehicles were able (or not able) to drive away 

from the accident. 

 
6 - Injuries Sustained: 

 
Whether your or another party was injured, whenever possible use your cell 

phone camera to document any injuries that occurred as the result of the 

accident. 

 
Even if you only notice your bruising, swelling or lacerations later at home in 

front of a mirror, document them with pictures whenever possible. 



 

7 - Create a Written Document of What Happened 

 
While your memory is fresh, truthfully document the circumstances that led to 

the accident to the best possible extent that you can remember them. This 

information may become vital to your insurance provider or attorney, especially 

if the police fail to file a thorough report. 

 
#2 The Right to File a Police Report 

 
No matter the size of your accident, or if parties involved in the accident flee 

the scene, you always have the right to file a report with the local police when 

someone has been injured. 
 

If they don’t respond to the scene of the accident immediately, make sure to 

call them! 

 
And when the police do respond, insist that they file a report if someone was 

injured. 

 
Often times if you’re walking around after the accident, a police officer may say 

it’s unnecessary to file a report. But you have a right to have a police report 

filed no matter the size or circumstances of the accident, so make sure that you 

do. 

 
In fact, getting the police to file a report may be essential should circumstances 

such as a serious injury or property damage occur for which you wish to seek 

compensation. 

 
So, it goes without saying, make sure you never leave the scene of an accident 

before filing a police report, and whenever possible, make sure any other 

parties involved in the accident or witnesses speak to the police as well. 



 

#3 The Right not to Admit Fault 
 
It goes without saying, but always be honest with the police and insurance 

investigators about the circumstances of your accident as you remember it. 

 
Do your best to honestly answer any and all of their questions...with one 

exception: don’t be pressured into admitting fault if it’s in dispute. In these 

situations, it’s best to leave that determination to the police. 

 
Not only may there be extenuating circumstances you’re not aware of that may 

have been involved in causing the accident but determining “fault” is a legal 

conclusion best left to the police. But often times insurance companies will try 

to trick you into admitting fault to limit your compensation. 

 
Even your own insurance company may try to get you to accept fault where 

there is none, to minimize any claim you may have rights to. 

 
This is usually the result of the guilty party being under or uninsured, which 

means your own insurance company may be liable. But it’s been known to 

happen simply to save time. 

 
So, no matter what, never, ever accept fault. Of course, if you knowingly caused 

the accident you should not withhold details of the accident from the police. 

 
#4 The Right to Medical Care 

 
If you have been involved in an accident you always have the right to medical 

care -- even if you don’t have medical insurance. 

If the police or medical responders insist you seek medical attention, take it. 

Waiting to seek medical care until after you’ve left the scene of the accident 

may inhibit your right to seek medical damages from any and all at fault parties. 



 

#5 The Right to Refuse to Provide a Recorded 

Statement or Sign Papers without Consulting an 

Attorney First 

If an insurance agent asks you to provide a recorded statement, whether in 

person or over the phone, refuse to do so and seek a free legal consultation 

from a reputable personal injury attorney immediately. 

 
The same is true if they ask you to sign any documents. 

 
Even if you don’t wish to hire an attorney, it’s important that you consult with 

personal injury attorney first to understand your rights first. 

 
Most reputable personal injury attorneys offer a free consultation, so take 

advantage of it before you provide a recorded statement or sign anything. 

 
 

                                                              

 
 

#6 The Right NOT to Provide Your Social Security 

Number 

See the red? Yes, this one is that important! 

 
Never, ever provide your social security number to anyone who may contact 

you to investigate the accident except for your personal injury attorney. 

 
This information can be used against you. This one is soooo important, we’ve 

written a whole blog post about it here. 
 

Read it now! 

https://goo.gl/Zspbll
https://www.sallymorinlaw.com/free-case-evaluation/


 

 

#7 The Right to Seek Legal Representation. 
 
If you’ve been injured in an accident, you always have the right to seek legal 

representation to handle your case. 

 
While you do have the right to represent yourself in the event of an accident,, 

99.99% of the time it’s best to seek legal representation immediately. 

 
Often times when representing yourself, legitimate victims with the right to 

seek damages are inadvertently tricked into saying something by their own or 

other party’s insurance providers that limits or entirely ruins their ability to seek 

fair damages. 

 
Remember, there is no cost to consult with a reputable personal injury attorney 

about your case, so make sure you do! 

 
Not only will a qualified attorney manage every aspect of the case, but they will 

more often than not be able to help you maximize your damage rewards vs. 

doing it yourself...even after you’ve paid their fee. 

 
#8 The Right to Seek Damages for Up to Two Years 

After Your Accident Date 

If you have been in injured in an automobile, motorcycle, pedestrian or bicycle 

accident in the state of California, the statute of limitations for seeking damages 

is up to two years from the accident date. 

 
Certain exceptions exist, including when your suit is filed against a 

governmental agency, or the suit is being brought by a minor. 

That being said, don’t delay in contacting a personal injury attorney if you’ve 

had an accident. 



 

Not only can they help you to maximize a fair settlement, they will help you 

avoid making common mistakes like saying things to you or the at fault party’s 

insurance company that could hurt or even revoke any right to damages. 

 
In general, it’s always best to consult a qualified personal injury attorney as 

soon as possible so they can help you evaluate your case and navigate the 

complex legal process of recovering fair value for your injuries, medical and 

other costs, plus your property damage. 

 

                 
 

#9 The Right to Seek Damages from Any and All At 

Fault Parties 

As a personal injury accident victim, you have the right to file suit and seek 

damages from any and all at fault parties, depending on the circumstances of 

your accident. 

 
California is what’s known as a “pure comparative negligence state" which 

means even parties who are not 100% responsible, or even only 1% responsible 

for any accident or injuries, can be pursued for damages. 

 
Depending on the circumstances of your injury, this may include: 

 
● Motorist(s) deemed partially or fully at fault for the accident 

● Owner(s) of the vehicle in the event it was borrowed or loaned 

● Employers of the motorist who are responsible for the actions of their 

employees while operating a vehicle 

● Vehicle Manufacturer in the event of a product design or defect is responsible 

for the accident 

● Government Agencies in the event of things like a faulty roadway or signage 

https://www.sallymorinlaw.com/free-case-evaluation/


 

● Mechanics, in the event that faulty workmanship is responsible for the 

damage 

● Your Own Insurance Company, in the event of under or uninsured motorists 

 
#10 The Right to Pursue a Liable Party’s Personal 

Assets 
 
If the at-fault party is uninsured or underinsured you do have the right to sue 

them for fair compensation from their personal assets such as vehicles, income 

or home. 

 
Now, you’ll probably want to weigh whether this is the right strategy before you 

do, and that’s where a qualified personal injury attorney can really help. 

 
For example, if your vehicle was totaled and your medical bills are piling up, and 

the at fault party only had the minimal liability insurance ($15,000) which won’t 

cover your damages, you may want to consider suing them personally. 

 
Especially if they drive a luxury vehicle, live in a mansion on the hill and send 

their kids to private school. Then it’s well within your rights to sue their 

personal assets to insure you recover the maximum amount of damages to 

offset your costs. 

 
#11 The Right to Pursue Compensation from Your 

Own Insurance Company 

In certain circumstances, you have the right to pursue damages from your own 

insurance company or companies to help cover property or personal damages 

not covered by the at-fault party. 

 
If the at-fault party was: 



 

● uninsured or underinsured 

● does not have personal assets to pursue to recover your damages 

● was not employed by someone else at the time of driving 

 
AND you have uninsured motorists coverage, homeowners insurance or 

umbrella coverage, then you may have the right to pursue damages from your 

own insurance provider(s). 

 
In these situations, it’s very likely that your own insurance provider(s) try to 

trick you into saying something to limit your compensation. Or they may flat out 

refuse to pay in the hope you will just go away. 

 
So if you find yourself in this situation, it’s always best to consult with a qualified 

personal injury attorney as soon as possible. They can fully investigate the 

liability coverage of any insurance policy you have to see if what damages may 

be covered. 

 
#12 The Right to Claim Disability Benefits while You 

Pursue Your Personal Injury Case 

If you have been injured by a negligent driver, you have the right to claim 

Disability Benefits from the State of California (SDI) while you pursue your 

personal injury claim. 

 
Just make sure to truthfully report any employment benefits you may be 

receiving from your employer so the state can appropriately calculate your 

payments. 

 
#13 The Right to Pursue the Full Value of Your 

Personal Injury Claim 

If you’ve been injured in an automobile, motorcycle, pedestrian or bicycle 



 

accident, you have the right to pursue the full value of damages if you were 

found not to be liable for the accident. 

 
This includes: 

 
1 - Property Damage: to your automobile, motorcycle or bicycle and any 

property you have in your vehicle or on your person in the event of being struck 

as a pedestrian 

 
2 - Medical Expenses Resulting from Your Injuries: if you were seriously 

injured, immediately sought medical treatment, and there were costs 

associated with that treatment. 

 
3 - Loss of Earnings: if you are required to miss work unpaid or are self- 

employed and no longer able to work, then you are entitled to pursue 

compensation for these losses. 

 
4 - Pain and Suffering: if the injuries sustained during your accident resulted in 

significant and ongoing pain or suffering, disability, disfigurement or physical 

impairment then the value of your personal injury case will be higher than 

someone who was injured but recovered quickly 

 

     
 

5 - Loss of the Ability to Do Household Services: if your injuries resulted in 

your needing to hire third parties to complete chores around the house you 

would have normally completed yourself (ie. gardening or house cleaning), you 

can seek compensation. 

 
In some cases, you may even be able to recover costs for unique chores like 

restoration or home remodeling projects -- and a personal injury attorney can 

help you recoup these costs. 

https://www.sallymorinlaw.com/free-case-evaluation/


 

 

6 - Cost of Transportation While Your Automobile, Bike, Motorcycle or 

Vehicle is Repaired: If your automobile, bicycle, or motorcycle needs repair as a 

result of your accident and you are now required to take pay for transportation 

to/from work or to do things like grocery shopping or make it to doctors 

appointments, these costs can also be recovered as part of your personal injury 

case. 

 
Whether you receive compensation for the full value of your personal injury 

case will depend on 1) your degree of liability 2) your documentation of costs 

and 3) anything you might say to insurance companies or doctors involved with 

the case. That’s why it’s always best to consult with a qualified personal injury 

attorney to help you navigate this complex and stressful process. 

 
#14 The Right to Legal Representation for Your 

Personal Injury Case without Upfront Costs 

At Sally Morin Law, we work on a contingency fee with all of our personal injury 

clients. 

 
In short, that means if we don’t recover damages on your behalf, you will pay 

no fee. 

 
Your fee will be based on a percentage of the damages won through settlement 

or in court, but unlike many other personal injury attorneys we will not take a 

percentage of rewards used to cover loss of property (such as a automobile, 

motorcycle or bicycle). 

 
Even if your case requires going to court, in most cases our firm will cover your 

case costs up front until such time as your reward is granted. 

 
Most reputable personal injury attorneys work on a contingency basis. 



 

What sets the Sally Morin Law Firm apart the competition is our laser focus on 

only helping clients who were seriously injured as the result of an automobile, 

motorcycle, pedestrian or bicycle accident. 

 
#15 The Right Not to Be Litigious 

 
Wait...did they really say that? 

Yes, we did! 

You have the right not to be litigious with your personal injury case. And more 

often than not, it’s best you only take your case to court when you absolutely 

have to because a liable party is refusing to pay. This is true even if you were 

seriously injured and not at fault. 

 
Why? 

 
First of all, going to court is no guarantee of maximizing your settlement. And in 

many circumstances, it may actually reduce the total reward you receive. 

 
Secondly, taking your case to trial will involve a lot of stress and time lost, and 

may even result in additional legal fees to prepare and represent your case that 

exceed any additional reward you receive. 

So always make sure you weigh the full cost of going to trial vs. settling before 

deciding to go to court. 

 
And lastly, some personal injury attorneys simply love to go to court to be in the 

limelight, garner press for their firm, or worse, simply to satisfy their egos. 

 
But that strategy can put your reward at risk entirely! 

 
At Sally Morin Law, we always advise clients to settle and move on with their life 

whenever fair compensation is being offered from the liable parties. 



 

Of course, should liable parties refuse to pay fair damages, we’re ready to go to 

trial to defend your due reward. 

 
But in the vast majority of cases this simply isn’t necessary, so be wary of 

those personal injury attorneys who seem gung ho about going to court from 

day one without trying to get you a fair settlement first. 

 
Need Help with Your Personal Injury Claim? 

 
We prepared this free guide to better help you understand your rights as an 

automobile, Uber, motorcycle, bicycle or pedestrian accident victim. 

 
If you are struggling to: 

 
● understand your rights 

● enforce them 

● or simply wish to eliminate the time and stress of pursuing a personal injury 

case yourself 

 
We invite you to contact us today for a consultation. 

Remember, there is no cost or obligation to speak with us. 

And if we accept your case, you will pay nothing until your damages are 

“recovered”. 

 
So don’t delay. Take action today so you can sleep better tonight! 

 
 
 

       
 

https://www.sallymorinlaw.com/free-case-evaluation/

